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Reference:  The .travel Top Level Domain

Dear Dr. Cerf:

Dear Mr. Twomey:

We have been following ICANN’s progress with regard to introducing sponsored top-level domains for a considerable time, and have encouraged the ICANN Board and its Chief Executive on several occasions to make this matter a top priority.  The travel and tourism industry – as is well known to the world at this juncture – is facing unprecedented challenges.  In these uncertain times, we view .travel  as a vital component in our drive to galvanize our industry and to respond effectively to travelers’ needs as we look to the sector’s recovery.  

We note that a draft RFP for sTLDs is now open for public comment and, as the Chairman of The Travel Partnership Corporation (TPC), I would like to comment on two issues that we feel are most important.

The first issue refers to the timeline that has been detailed within the RFP.  We look to ICANN to ensure that this timeline is maintained.  If the timeline is maintained, it will effectively be three years since our .travel  sTLD application was originally filed and, with all due respect, we believe that that is long enough to wait for the approval of  .travel.  Having watched as the anticipated RFP for sTLDs was first introduced as a Criteria Paper, in Rio de Janeiro, in March 2003 and posted for 6-weeks of public comment; followed by the Draft, which was introduced in Montreal, in June 2003, and the Board’s unexpected decision to provide for an additional 8-weeks of public comment, the TPC is keen to see the final RFP posted promptly following the August 25th closing of the public comment period.  More specifically, we call on ICANN to assure the community that there will be no further delays and that the 18-week process will roll out as it is currently defined, with an anticipated award of .travel by December 2003.

The second issue we would like to comment on is ICANN’s narrow definition of the term “sponsor.”  The legal form of the “sponsor,” in our opinion, is not the relevant factor.  Rather, any legal entity which has the ability to commit the necessary managerial and financial resources on behalf of the constituency it serves – coupled with a policy making body representative of the constituency – should be allowed to sponsor a sTLD.  Therefore, we strongly recommend that ICANN expand its definition of the term “sponsor” to allow both for-profit and not-for-profit entities to sponsor new sTLD applications without any bias towards one or the other.  

We hope that these views will help you with your deliberations, and look forward to seeing the posting of the final RFP in early September 2003.

Sincerely,
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Jean-Claude Baumgarten

Chairman
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